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and gave it  to the King.    It was wrapped in a
cloth of amianthus, which he took off.   The King
had   it  weighed,   and   found   it   but   very   little
diminished.    The King sent it to his jeweller by
M. de Gontaut, without telling him   anything of
what had passed.    The jeweller  gave three hun-
dred and eighty pounds for it.   The King, however,
sent for it hack again, and kept it as a curiosity.
He   could  not  overcome  his   surprise,   and   said
that M. de St. Germain must be worth millions,
especially if he had also the secret of making large
diamonds   out  of a number of  small ones.     He
neither said that he had, nor that he had not;
but   he  positively  asserted   that   he   could   make
pearls grow, and give them the finest water.   The
King paid him great attention, and so did Madame
de Pompadour.    It was from her I learnt what I
have just related.   M. Quesnay said, talking of thet the Court of
